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Some may call them cowardly military deserters. Others may call them brave war resisters.
Starting in 2004, an estimated 200 to 300 American soldiers fled the Iraq War and came to
Canada seeking refuge.
About 45 of them sought refugee protection here, as conscientious objectors, but the Canadian
government has been actively trying to deport them back to the U.S. to face trial, under a
directive called Operational Bulletin 202, put in place by the previous Conservative government.
Today, about 15 remain in Canada, with their cases working their way through the federal court
system.
Craig Scott argues the resisters should be allowed to stay, especially since many in the
international community have condemned the Iraq war as illegal.
It's not that the resisters have suddenly become pacificists, says Scott.
Rodney Watson has been living in a Vancouver church for seven years after refusing to return
to Iraq as part of the U.S. military. (CBC)
"Most of these folks will say war can sometimes be justified, maybe even often, in most cases,
but this particular war, or the methods that are going on, are just beyond the acceptable moral
standards of the international community or of my own faith."
Canada welcomed roughly 50,000 or so Vietnam War draft dodgers starting in the 1960s, but
Scott says some of the American soldiers who fled that war and came to Canada did so after
objecting to atrocities they witnesses in the field. He says it shouldn`t matter that American
soldiers volunteered for the Iraq war. Soldiers should have a right to change their mind on
moral grounds.
"It's a question of individuals, brave individuals, having a right analogous to whistle blowers, to
question whether or not even in warfare there are lines that can't be crossed." - Craig Scott
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Scott, a law professor at York University's Osgoode Hall Law School and a former MP for
Toronto-Danforth, argues Canada has an opportunity to come up with a 21st century policy
towards conscientious objectors, who either flee to Canada or are part of our own military, that
takes into account real world considerations with moral principles and the rule of law.
"I think we're on the cusp of it mattering whether states like Canada take the lead in re-looking
at their own legal systems and how we look at conscientious objection," says Scott.
"International law has now moved so far along that it`s not going to be long before everybody
says the right to conscientious objection in multiple forms is part of international law."
A federal court has given the Liberal government until September 16 to decide whether or not
to continue with the previous government's policy towards Iraq war resisters.
Scott says he hopes Canada will do the right thing, and let them stay.
Click the play button above to hear Craig Scott's interview with guest host Stephen Quinn

2

