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Sec. 4 (3). CONSTABLES. Chap. 125. 1327

CHAPTER 125.

The Constables Act.

INTERPRETATION.
1. In this Act,—

(a) "“County’’ shall include distriet; “County.’”

(b) ““County Court’’ shall include district court. 1926, “County
c. 34,s. 2. S

PART 1.
CONSTABLES AND IHIGH CONSTABLES.
Appointment by General Sessions.

2. The court of gencral sessions of the peace, at any sit- Appoint-
mernt of
tings or adjourned sittings but not at a speeial sittings, may coustables.
appoint a sufficient number of fit and proper persons to be
constables for the county, and may, in like manner, dismiss pjg;ent.

any constable so appointed. 1926, c. 34, s. 3.

3. Every constable so zppointed, and having taken the Continu-
oath, shall continue in office at least one year, and thereafier hge'™
from year to ycar without re-appointment, unless he claims
exemption from serving, in which case he shall be released at
any time after the end of the first year. 1926, c. 34, s. 4.

Appointmen! by County Judge.

4., (1) In the intervals between the sittings of the eourts appoint-
of general sessions of the peace, the judge of the county court et ol

may appoint one or more constables for the county. by county
court judgrs.

(2) The judge shall fortawith notify the clerk of the peace Clerk of the

of the appointment. Poed

(3) The clerk of the peace shall report every such appoint- Clerk to
ment to the court of gencral sessions of the peaece at the fhoriio e
sittings holden next after he reecives such notice, and, unless sesons.
at sueh sittings the appointment is revoked, the same shall
continue as if it had been made by such court. 1926, c. 34,

5.0,
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Chap. 125. CONSTABLES. See. 5 (1).

Appointment by Police Magistrates.

5.—(1) A salaried county or distriet police magistrate may
appoint a constable for the county or distriet of whlcl he is a
policc magistrate to hold office for not more than thirty days.

(2) The police magistrate making any sueh appointment
shall forthwith notify the Provineial Scerctary thereof.

(3) The appomtment may be revoked by the police magis-
trate, or by the Provineial Seeretary before the expiration of
the thirty days. 1926, e. 34, s. 6.

6. Every constable shall before entering on the duties of
his office take, subseribe and deposit with the clerk of .the
peace the following oath,—

1, , having been appointed Constable
for do
swear that I will truly, faithfully and impartially perform the duties

appertaining to the said office, according to the best of my skill and
ability: So help me God.”

Sworn, ete. A. B.
1926, c. 34, s. 7.

7. Every constable appointed by the authority of this Aet
shall be a county constable. 1926, c. 34, s. 8.

High Constable.

by-law appoint a fit and proper person to be high constable
for the county, and may fix his remuneration by salary or
otherwise, and may allow him such sums for expenses, and
may supply him with such arms and accoutrements, clothing
and other necessaries as may be deemed proper.

(2) If the council does not within threce months after a
vacancy ocecurs fill the same, the appointment may be made
by the judge of the county court, the warden, the sheriff and
the Crown attorney, or any three of them, and the person so
appointed shaii hold office until his appointment is eonfirmed,
or a new appointment made by the council. 1926, c. 34, s. 9.

9. A high constable shall hold office during the pleasure
of the counecil. 1926, c. 34, s. 10.

10.—(1) Every person appoeinted to be a high constable
shall before entering on the duties of his office, take and sub-
seribe the following oath,—



F o

Seec. 14 (2). CONSTABLES. Chap. 125. 1329

L , do swear that I will well and truly serve Our Formof
Soverelgn Lord the King In the office of High Constable for the°!
county (or united counties) of without favour or affec-
tion, malice or ill-will; and that to the best of my power, I will
cause the peace to be kept and preserved, and prevent all offences
against the persons and properties of His Majesty's subjects; and
that while I continue to hold the sald office, I will, to the best of
my skill and knowledge, discharge all the duties thereof faithfully
according to law: So help me God.

Sworn, etc. C. D.

(2) The oath, together wita a copy of the by-law by whieh Depodit
the high constable was appointed, shall be by him deposited of peace.
in the office of the clerk of the peace, who shall immediately
notify the Inspector of Legal Offices of the appointment.

1926, c. 34, s. 11.

11. A high constable shall have the supervision of all the To have
constables in his county, and shall be charged with the special JfPiris""
duties of preserving the peace, preventing cerime, and appre- constables.
hending offenders; and shall have generally all the powers and
privileges, and be liable to all the duties and responsibilities
which belong to constables. 1926, e. 34, s. 12.

12. A high constable Tor services rendered by him shall be 7o ve
entitled to the fees allowed ty law, unless the eouncil other-{alided to
wise provides for payment therefor. 1926, e. 34, s. 13. otherwisa

provided. .
Returns by Constables.

13.—(1) Every high constable and every constable, whe- yiz,
ther appointed under the authority of this Aet or any other 324 county

Act, shall make such returns respecting his duties and acts as to make
the Inspector of Legal Offices requires. SSHRE

(2) This section shall not apply to a city or to a town Excepion as
having a board of commissiorers of police. 1926, c. 34, s. 14.[]{ " ain
towns

Inquiries by Inspectors.

14.—(1) The Inspector of Legal Offices shall have author- supersision
ity to inspeet the offices of the high constables and constables bf {2hfeor
appointed under this Act, and may hold inquiries into their Ofics.

eonduet in eonncetion with their official duties.

(2) Where the Inspeetor institutes an inquiry he may re- rnepector
quire the officer or any other person to give evidence oi Zar e
oath; and for that purpose shall have the same power tooathand
summon such officer and other person to attend as witnesses, sieniance
to enforee their attendance, and to compel them to produce°f witesses.
books, doecuments and things and to give evidence, as a super-

ior eourt has in civil cases. 1926, e. 34, s. 15,
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Chap. 125. CONSTABLES, See. 15 (1).

Suspension and Dismissal.

15.—(1) Tle judge of the county court or the Inspeector
of Legal Offices may suspend from office a high constable or
any county constable for any period not extendinz beyond
one week after the time appointed for the next sittings of the
court of general sessions of the peace.

(2) The suspension shall be by notice in writing and, if
the judge or the Inspector considers the suspended officer de-
serving of dismissal, he shall, immediately after suspending
hi;n, report the case fully to the clerk of the peace for sub-
mission to the court of general sessions of the peace at its next
sittings.

(3) The court may dismiss the officer or direet him to be
restored to his office, after the period of his suspension has
expired, or after such further period as may be deemed
proper.

(4) This seciion shall not apply where there is a county
board of commissioners of police. 1926, c. 34, s. 16.

Persons Exzempt.

16. The offcers, non-commissioned officers and men of
every militia corps shall be exempt from serving as con-
stables except as special constables. 1926, e. 34, s. 17.

Azpointment of Special Constables.

17. If it is made to appear to any two or mors justices
of the peace upon the oath of any ecredible witness, that any
tumult, riot, or felony has taken place or is continuing or may
be reasonably apprehended within the limits for which such
justices have authority to act, and the justices are of the opin-
ion that the ordinary officers appointed for preserving the
peace are not sufficient for the preservation of the peace and
for the protection of the inhabitants and the security of
property, such justices may, by writing under their hands,
appoint so many as they think fit of the householders or other
persens, residing within such limits, or in the neighbourhood
thercof, to act as speeial eonstables for such time and in such
manner as to such justices may seem necessary. 1926, e. 34,
s. 18.

18. The justices of the peace who appoint special con-
stables by virtue of this Aet, or any one of them, or any other
justice of the peace acting within the same limits, may admin-
ister to any person so appointed the following oath,—



See. 24 (1). CONSTABLES. Chap. 125. 1331

“I, 4. B., do swear that 1 will well and truly serve our Sovereign Form of
Lord the King in the office of speclal constable for the oath,
of . without favour or affection, malice or fll-will;
and that to the best of my power, I will cause the peace to be kept
and preserved, and prevent all offences against the persons and
properties of His Majesty's subjects; and that while I continue to
hold the sald office I will to th: best of my skill and knowledge
discharge all the duties thereof faithfully according to law: So
help me God.”

1926, c. 34, s. 19.

19. Where a speeial constable has been appointed, notice Notice
of the appointment, and of the circumstances which rendered 2 2ioint:
it expedient, shall be forthwith transmitted by the justicesfentte
making the appointment to the Provineial Secretary. 1926, Secretsry.

c. 34, 5. 20.

20. The justices who appaint any special constable, under sustices
this Aet, or any two of them, or the justiees acting within the o
limits for which the special constable has been appmntu] Of tousking
the majority of them, may make such orders and regulations 0
as they may deem necessary or expedient for rendering the
special constables more efficient for the preservation of the
publiec peace, and may remove any such special constable
from his office for any misconduct or neglect of duty therein.

1926, c. 34, s. 21,

21. Every speeial constable appointed nnder this Aet, powers
shall bave and may exercise the like powers, authorities, ad- 3",;5;‘;,‘9’5
vantages and immunities, and be liable to the like duties snd lozal
and responsibilities as any other constable throughout Fhiasne porare:
territorial jurisdietion of the justices who appeinted him.

1926, c. 34, s. 22.

22.—(1) Where two or more justices of the peaee for any constsnie
other territorial division deem it L*{pedlent that a spemal i by
constable should be permitted to aet in that division, they division.

may make an order permitting him to do so.

(2) Notice of such order shall be forthwith transmitted by Noticeto

the justices making the same to the Provincial Seeretary. 5o
1926, c. 34, s. 23.

23. Every such special constable, during the time he so Their
acts in such other territorial division, shall have and MAY Siher ad-
exercise all the like powers, amhorities, advantages and im- igisins
munities, and be liable to the like duties and responsibilities
as if he were acting within the territorial division or place for

which he was originally appointed. 1926, ¢. 34, s. 24, .

24
abl
allow'mces for his trouble, loss of time and expemes, 11Ot may be paid

exceeding $1 a day, to be paid to a speeial constable. 8 s diam
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Chap. 125. CONSTABLES. Sec. 24 (2).

(2) Such order shall be made upon the treasurer of the
territorial or munieipal division for which the special con-
stable has beer appointed, and the treasurer shall pay the
same, and shall be allowed the same in his accounts. 1926,
c. 34, s. 25.

25. The justices who have appointed a special constable,
or the county judge may suspend or terminate the service of
the special constable so appeinted, and notice of such sus-
pension or termination shall be forthwith transmitted by the
Justices to the Provineial Seeretary. 1926, e. 34, s. 26.

26. The cownty judge may exercise the powers herein
conferred upon two justices of the peace as to speecial con-
stables. 1926, ¢. 34, s. 27.

Penalties.
27. If a person appointed to be a special constable,—

(a) refuses to take the oath hereinbefore mentioned
whea thereunto required by the justices of the
peace who appointed him or by any two of them
or ky any other two justices of the peace acting
within the limits for which he was appointed; or

(b) neglects or refuses to appear for the purpese of tak-
ing the oath at the time and plaee for whieh he
has been summoned unless he proves that he was
prevented from so doing by sickness or some un-
avoidable cause; or

(¢) being called upon to serviece, negleets or refuses to
serv2 or to obey such lawful orders or directions
as mway be given to him for the performance of the
duties of his office,

he shall incur a penalty not exceeding $20. 1926, c. 34, s. 28.

28. Every special constable, within one week after the
expiration of hs term of office, or after he has ccased to hold
or exercise the same pursuant to this Act, shall deliver to his
suecessor, if ary, or to such persons and at such time and
place as may be directed by a justice of the peace acting with-
in the limits for which the special constable was appointed,
every staff, weapon and other article which has been provided
for such special constable under this Act; and if a special
constable negleets or refuses so to do, he shall incur a penalty
not exceeding $8. 1926, c. 34, s. 29.

29, The penalties imposed by or under the authority of
this Act shall be recoverable under The Summary Convictions
Act and shall be paid to the treasurer of the territorial or
muniecipal division within which the offence was committed.
1926, c. 34, s. 30.
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REGULATIONS.

30.—(1) The Lieutenani-Governor in Council may make Frsujations

regulations,— constables

and
constables.

(a) preseribing, subject to any general statute, the duties
of high constables and county constables ;

(b) respeeting the location and regulation of the office of
a high constable and the accommodation to be
furnished therein;

(¢) preseribing the reecrds, returns, books and accounts
to be kept and made by or in the office of the high
constable ;

(d) respecting the holdng of investizations into charges
against high constables or constables;

(e) preseribing the method of accounting for the fees of
high constables or constables and the reeords to be
kept by them of all fees and costs collected or
taken;

(f) generally for the better earrying out of the provi-
sions of this Act,

(2) Any regulation made under the authority of subsection Regﬂg‘:tw“

1 may be either general or particular in its apphcatmu 1926, genersl or
c. 34 s. 31. particular,

PART II.
THE ONTARIO PROVINCIAL POLICE FORCE.

31.—(1) There shall be a Commissioner of Police for Appeint.

Ontario, who shall be appointed by the Lieutenant-Governor 'E;S'.‘n‘;’f.
in Council. i

(2) The Commissioner of Police shall have the general con- powers
trol and administration of the Ontario Provincial Police f i
Force and of all officers spezially appointed for the enforece- sioner.
ment of any statute of Ontario, and he and all the officers,
members, clerks and employees of the Foree shall be respon-
sible to the Attorney-General for Ontario and shall perform
such duties and exereise such powers as may be preseribed by
the regulations.

(3) The Commissioner of Police may hold an inquiry into ravesi.
the conduct of any member of the Force or of any offieer or Z3tions by
employee under his eontrol and upon sueh inquiry shall have sioner.
and may exercise the like powers and authority as are con-

ferred upon the Inspeetor of Legal Offices. 1926, e. 34, s. 32.
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Chap. 125, CONSTABLES. See. 32 (1).

32.—(1) Unless otherwise provided by order in eouncil,
the Commissioner of Police for Ontario shall be ez-officio a
police magistrate for the Province of Ontario and shall have
and may exercise and perform the powers and duties of a
police magistrate, and may take informations and issue war-
rants or summoises in any city, town, county, provisional
county or provisional judicial district, or other locality in
Ontario, and may make the same returnable in the ecity,
town, county, provisional county, provisional Judicial dis-
trict, or other locality in which the offence charged is alleged
to havc been committed.

(2) The jurisliction conferred by subsection 1 may be
exercised by the Commissioner notwithstanding that there is
in the locality in which he acts a police magistrate, who,
under The Magistrates Act, or any other statute, has juris-
diction exelusive or otherw;se 1926, c. 34, s. 33.

33.—(1) There shall be a force of police constables to be
known as the Ontario Provinecial Police Force.

(2) The Force shall consist of such officers, clerks and mem-
bers as may be preseribed by the regulations and every officer
and member of the Force shall have authority to act as a con-
stable throughout Ontario and shall be deemed to be a provin-
cial constable.

(3) In addition to the officers hereinbefore mentioned, the
Lieutenant-Governor in Council may appoint such other
officers and such officers, clerks and servants of the Ontario
Provincial Police Force as may be deemed advisable.

(4) The Lieutenant-Governor where he deems proper may
authorize any person not a member of the Force to exercise
the powers of a provincial police constable. 1926, e. 34, s. 34,

34. The Lieutenant-Governor in Council may make such
regulations from time to time with respect to the office of the
Commissioner of Police, and with respect to the Ontario Pro-
vincial Police Force and officers appointed for the enforece-
ment of any stasute of Ontario as he may deem expedient,
and providing for such clerical and other assistance, and for
accommodation and office equipment for any such officer as
he may deem exypedient. 1926, ¢. 34, s. 35.

PART IIL
THE LAW ENFORCEMENT FUND.

35.—(1) Any money appropriated by the Legislature for
the purpose of enforcing or preventing the contravention of
the laws of the Province of Ontario or the Dominion of Can-
ada, or of any regulation made thereunder shall be known as
the ““Law Enforcement Fund’’ and payments from the said-
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Fund from time to time shall be made under the direction of
the Attorney General to such officers and persons and for
such purposes as he may think proper, to be expended in such
law enforcement, including the salaries and expenses of the
officers, members and clerks of the Provineial Police Force.

(2) The certificate or order of the Attorney General that Payments
any sum of money is required to be paid out of the said Fund ®**°f f**%
shall be sufficient authority for the issue of a cheque by the
Treasurer of Ontario for the amount named in such certifi-
cate or order, and the officer or other person to whom such
cheque is issued shall account for the proper disbursement of
the proceeds thereof to the Attorney-General, whose approval
of the account shall be final.

(3) Where any member of the Ontario Provincial Police payment ot
Force is engaged in a matter of extradition or other special fybenses of
investigation, or where he performs any act or discharges any officers act.
duty with the authority and under the dircction of the At-infeciens
torney General, he shall be allowed such travelling, incidental gf Attorney
and other expenses as the Attorney General may approve, i
angsthc same shall be paid out of the said Fund. 1926, c. 34,

s. 36.

PART 1V.
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS.

36.—(1) When the Crown attorney of any county, by
writing addressed to the Commissioner of Police for Ontario, county to
requests the services of a member of the Force the expenses of Jf{oirene®
any member of the Force furnished in compliance with such rolice.
request shall be certified by the Commissioner and the amount
so certified shall be paid by the treasurer of the county to the
Treasurer of Ontario.

(2) In a provisional judicial district the treasurer of the y4cuncesto
district may, on the written request of the Crown attorney,provincial
. PR lice in
make an advance.to any member of the Ontario Provineial districts.
Police Force for the purpose of paying reasonable and neces-
sary expenses incurred in any eriminal matter. 1926, e. 34,

s. 31.
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