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REVISED STATUTES OF ONTARIO
1927

SECTION L

PRELIMINARY
CHAPTER 1.

The Interpretation Act.

1. The provisions of this Act shall extend and apply to Apslication
every Act of this Legislature contained in these Revised °f Act
Statutes or hereafter passel, exeept in so far as any sueh
provision

(@) is ineonsistent with the intent or objeet of such Aet:
or,

(1) would give to anr word, expression or clanse of
any Aet an interpretation ineonsistent with the
context; or,

(e) is in any sueh Aet declared not applicable thereto.
R.S.0. 1914, e. 1, 5. 2.

2. Where an Aet eontains an interpretation section or Interpretation
provision, the same shall be read and eonstrued as subjeet $5ters it
to the same exeeptions as those contained in section 1. L
R.S.0. 1914, e. 1, s. 3.

3. The provisions of this Aet shall apply to the eonstrue- Application

tion thereof and to the words and expressions used therein. (o0 A

R.S.0. 1914, c. 1, s. 4.
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Chap. 1. INTERPRETATION, See. 4.

RULES OF CONSTRUCTION,

4. The law shall be considered as always speaking, and
whenever any matter or thing is expressed in the present
tense, the same 1s to be applied to the ciremmstances as they
arise, so that effect may be given to each Act and every part
thereof according to its true intent and meaning. R.S.0.
1014, e. 1, s. 5.

5. Where an Act is not to eome into operation immediate-
ly on the passinz thercof, and confers power to make any
appointment, to make, grant, or issue any Order in Council,
order, warrant, secheme, letters patent, rules, regulations or
Ly-laws, to give notiees, to preseribe forms or to do any
other thing for the purposes of the Aet, that power, unless
the eontrary intention appears, may be exercised at any time
after the passing of the Aect, so far as may be neecessary or
expedient for the purpose of bringing the Aet into operation
at the date of tie eommeneement thereof, subjeet to this
restrietion that any instrument made under the power, un-
less the contrary intention appears in the Aet, or the con-
trary is neeessary for bringing the Act into operation, shall
not eome into operation until the Aet eomes into operation.
R.S.0.1914, e. 1,s. 6.

6. Where any Act confers power to make, grant or issue
any Order in Coanceil, order, warrant, scheme, letters patent,
rules, regulations or by-laws, expressions used therein, un-
less the contrary intention appears, shall have the same
meaning as in the Aet eonferring the power. R.S.0. 1914,
¢: 1,87 ;

7. Every Act shall, unless by express provision it is de-
elared to be a Private Aet, be deemed to be a Public Aet,
and shall be judicially noticed by all judges, justices of the
peace, and others, without being specially pleaded. R.S.0.
1914, c. 1, s. 8.

8. The preamble of an Aet shall be deemed a part thereof
and intended to assist in explaihing the purport and objeet
of the Aet. R.S.0. 1914, e. 1, s. 9.

9. Every Aet shall be deemed remedial, whether its im-
mediate purport be to direct the doing of anything whieh
this Legislature deems to be for the publie good, or to pre-
vent or punish the doing of anything which it deems to be
contrary to the public good, and shall accordingly receive
sueh fair, large and liberal eonstruetion and interpretation
as will best ensure the attainment of the objeet of the Aect,
and of the provision or enaetment, aceording to the true in-
tent, meaning and spirit thereof. R.S.0. 1914, e. 1, s. 10.



See. 14 (a) INTERPRETATION, Chap. 1.

10. No Act shall affeet the rights of Ilis Majesty, Iis The Crown.
Heirs or Suceessors, unless it is expressly stated therein that
His Majesty shall be bound thereby. R.S.0. 1914, c. 1, s. 11.

11. No Aect of the nature of a private Aet shall affeet the Private Acts.
rights of any person, or body corporate, politic or collegiate,
such only exeepted as are therein mentioned or referred
to. R.S.0. 1914, c. 1, s. 12.

REPEAL, AMENDMENT AND CONSOLIDATION.

- 12. Every Aet shall be construed as reserving to this 5":::::;"“"

Legislature the power of r:pealing or amending it, and of to repeal
revoking, restricting, or medifying any power, privilege or °F *™¢
advantage thereby vested in or granted to any person or

- party, whenever the repeal amendment, revoeation, restrie-

tion, or modification is deemed by the Legislature to be
required for the public good. R.S.0. 1914, e. 1, s. 13.

13. Where an Act is repealed or wherever any regulation Reveal-—
1s revoked, such repeal or revoeation shall not, save as in this i
section otherwise provided,

(a) revive any Aet, enactment, regulation or thing not
in force or existing at the time at which the repeal
or revocation takes effect;

(b) affeet the previous operation of any Act, enact-
ment, regulation or thing so repealed or revoked:

(¢) affect any right, privilege, obligation or lability
acquired, acerued, aceruing or ineurred uhder the
Aet, enactment, regulation or thing so repealea
or revoked;

(d) affect any offence committed against any Aet, en-
actment, regulation or thing so repealed or re-
voked, or any penalty or forfeiture or pumish-
ment ineurred in respeet thereof ;

(e) affeet any investigation, legal proceeding or remedy
in respeet of any such privilege, obligation, lia-
bility, penalty, forfeiture or punishment;

and any such investigation, legal proceeding or remedy may
be instituted, continued or enforeced, and any such penalty,
forfeiture or punishment may be imposed as if the Aect.
enactment, regulation or thing had not been repealed or re-
voked. R.S.0. 1914, ec. 1, s. 14.

14. If other provisions are substituted for those so re- When other

provisions

pealed or revoked, substituted.

(a) all officers and persons acting under the Act, en-
actment, regulation or thing so repealed or re-



4 Chap. 1. INTERPRETATION, Sec. 14 (a).

voked, shall continue to act as if appointed under
the provisions so substituted until others are ap-
pointed in their stead;

(b) all proceedings taken under the Aet, enactment,
regulaticn or thing so repealed or revoked, shall
be taker up and econtinued under and in con-
formity with the provisions so substituted, so far
as consistently may be;

(¢) in the recovery or enforcement of penalties and for-
feitures ineurred, and in the enforecement ot
rights existing or acerning under the Aet, enaet-
ment, rezulation or thing so repealed or revoked,
or in any other proceeding in relation to matters
whiceh have happened before the repeal or revoea-
tion, the procedure established by the substituted”
provisions shall be followed so far as it can be
adopted and

(d) 1if any penalty, forfeiture or punishment is reduced
or mitigated by any of the provisions of the Act,
enaetment, regulation or thing whercby sueh
other provisions are substituted, the penalty, for-
feiture or punishment, if imposed or adjundged
after sueh repeal or revoeation, shall be reduced
or mitigated accordingly, R.S.0. 1914, ec. 1,

s. 15.
Amendtiont, 15. Where any Aet or cnactment is repealed and other
orrevision.  provisions are substituted by way of amendment, revision or
consolidation

(a) all regulazions, orders, ordinances, rules and by-
laws marle under the repealed Aet or enactment
shall continue good and valid in so far as they
are not ineousistent with the substituted Aet or
enactment until they are annulled and others
made in their stead; and .

(b) any referatce in any unrepealed Aet, or in any
rule, orcer or regulation made thereunder to sueh
repealed Aet or enactment, shall, as regards any
subsequent transaetion, matter or thing be held
and eonstrued to be a reference to the provisions
of the substituted Aet or enactment relating to
the same subjeet matter, and if there is no provi-
sion in the substituted Act or enactment relating
to the same subjeet matter, the repealed Aet or
enactment shall stand good, and be read and eon-
strued as unrepealed in so far, and in so far only,
as is neecssary to support, maintain or give effect
to sueh unrepealed Aect or enactment, or such
rule, order or regulation made thereunder.
R.S.0. 1914, c. 1, s. 16.
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16. The lepedl of an Aet or enactment shall not be deem- lc;.tmla(ll:zflr:\r;t_
ed to be or to invelve a deelaration that sueh Aet or enact- ign tmat Act
ment was, or was eonsidered by the Liegislature to have been, wasinforce.

previously in foree. R.S.0. 1914, e. 1, s. 17.

17. The repeal or amendnent of any Aect shall not be Bapsalor.
deemed to be or to involve any declaration as to the previous ot « declara-
state of the law. R.S.0. 1914, e. 1, s. 18. 1;:‘:;‘1:];5?:53 iy

the law.

18. 'l‘hc amendment of any Aect shall not be deemed to Amendment
be or to involve a declaration that the law under such Aet §LActnsts
was, or was considered by the Legislature to have been, dif- O:{afﬂtfrﬁ:i:
ferent from the law as it has beeome under sueh Aet as s

amended. R.S.0. 1914, ¢. 1, s 19.

19. The Legislature shall not, by re- enaeting an Aet or Reenactment,
enactment, or by revising, consolidating or amending the Sdoption of
same, be deemed to have adopted the eonstruetion which has indicial -
by judicial decision or otherwise, been placed upon the
language used in such Aet or enaetment or upon similar

language. R.S.0. 1914, e. 1, s. 20.
PROCLANMATIONS.

20. Where the Licutenant-Governor is authorized to do picutenant
any act by proelamation, sueh proelamation is to be under- f".“l‘,f:,”,“l""’
stood to be a ploclamatmn issued under au order of the proclamation.
Lientenant-Governor in Council; but it shall not be neces-
sary that it be mentioned in the: proclamation that it is issued

under such order. R.S.0. 1914, e. 1, s. 21.
CROWN APPIINTMENTS.

21. Authority to the Lieutenant-Governor to make an Tenure of
appointment to any office, by eommission or otherwise, shall "
be deemed authority to appeint during pleasure. R.S.O.

1914, e. 1, s. 22,

OATHS.

22.—(1) Where by an Act of this Legislature or by a sdministra-
rule of the Assembly, or by an ovder, vegulation or eommis- llon of
sion made or issued by the Licutenant-Governor in Couneil
under a law authorizing him to require the taking of evi-
denee under oath, an oath is authorized or directed to be
made, taken or administered, the oath may be administered
and a eertificate of its having been made, taken or adminis- Sntriatienag
tered may be given by anyone named in the Aet, rule, order, tion of saths.
regulation or commission, or by a judge of any court, a
notary publie, justiee of the peace, or eommissioner for
taking affidavits, having authority or jurisdiction in tle
place where the oath is administered.
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Chap. 1. INTERPRETATION. See. 22 (2).

(2) Any officer authorized to administer an oath or take
an affidavit may take any deelaration authorized or required
by an Aet of this Legislature.

(3) BEvery justice of the peace having authority in On-
tario shall have the same powers to take and receive affidavits
and affirmations as a commissioner appointed under The
Commissioners for taking Affidavits Aet.

(4) In every case where an oath, affirmation or declara-
tion is direeted to be made before any person or officer, such
person or offieer shall have full power and authority to ad-
minister the same and to certify to its having been made
1.8.0. 1914, e. ], 5. 23. |

REGULATIONS.

23. The Lieatenant-Governor in- Couneil may make
regulations for tie due enforcement and carrying into effeet
of any Aet of the Legislature, and may preseribe forms, and”
may, where there is no provision in the Aet, fix fees to be
charged by all oficers and persons by whom anything is re-
quired to be don: 1927, c. 28, s. 2.

IMPRISON MENT,

24. If in any Aet any person is directed to be imprisoned
or committed to prison, the imprisonment or eommittal shall,
it no other place is mentioned or provided by law, be in or
to the eommon gaol of the locality in which the order for
the imprisonment is made, or if there be no common gacl
there, then in or to that common gaol which is nearest to
such locality. IL.S.0. 1914, c. 1, s. 24.

25. Where power to impose imprisonment is conferred
by any Aet it shall authorize the imposing of imprisonment
with hard labour. R.S.0. 1914, e. 1, s. 25.

OFPENCE UNDLER MORE TIHAN ONE PROVISION,

26. Where an act or omission constitutes an offence
wider two or more Aets, or an offenee both under an Act and
it ecommon law, the offender shall, unless the eontrary inten-
tion appedrs, be liable to be proseeuted and punished under
cither or any of those Aects or at common law, but shall noi
be liable to be punished twice for the same aet or omission.
R.S.0. 1914, e. 1, s. 26.

CORPORATIONS,
27. In every Aet, unless the eontrary intention appears,

words making any association or number of persons a cor-
poration or body politie and eorporate shall,—



Sec. 28

(9). INTERPRETATION. Chap. 1.

(@) vest in such corporation power to sue and be sued,

()

(¢)

to contract and be eontracted with by their cor
porate name, to have a common seal, to alter or
ehange the same at their pleasure, to have per-
petual suecession, to aequire and hold personal
property or moveables for the purpose for which
the corporation is eonstituted, and to alienate
the same at pleasure;

vest in a majority of the members of the corpora-
tion the power to bind the others by their aets;
and

exempt individual members of the eorporation from
personal liability for its debts, obligations or aets
if they do not eontravene the provisions of the
Aet ineorporating them. R.S.0. 1914, e. 1, s. 27.

IMPLIED PROVISIONS.

28. In every Aect, unless the contrary intention appears, Implied

(a)

()

(e)

(d)

(e)

6)

(9)

provisions,
As to juris
dietion.

if anything is direetel to he done by or before a
magistrate, or a justice of the peaee, or other
publie funetionary or offieer, it shall be done by
or before one whose jurisdietion or powers extend
to the place where such thing is to be done;

wherever power is given to any person, offieer or Implied
funetionary to do or to enforee the doing of any """
act or thing, all sueh powers shall be understood
to be also given as are nceessary to enable such
person, officer or funetionary to do or enforee the
doing of such aet or thing;

where an aet or thing is required to be done by icis o,
more than two persons, a majority of them may fdoneby
do iti two.

where forms are preseribed, deviations therefrom peviation
not affeeting the sidstanee or ealenlated to mis. from forms.
lead, shall not vitiate them;

if a power is eonferred or a duty imposed on the powersana
holder of any office as sueh, the power may be dutiestobe
exereised and the daty shall be performed from pertormed
time to time as oeeasion requires; iy i

if a power is eonferred or a duty imposed on the Tobe exer
holder of any office as sueh, the power may be Seedant
exercised and the duty shall be performed by the helder of
holder for the time being thereof ; ik I;Fr_'ni:u:.

if power is eonferred to make by-laws, regulations, rower two
rules or orders, it shall inelude power to alter or makebiows
revoke the same from time to time and make confer power
Othﬁrs . to alter.
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(h)

()

(k)

INTERPRETATION, See. 28 (h).

if the time limited by any Aect for any proceeding
or for the doing of anything under its provisions.
expires or falls nupon a holiday, the time so lim-
ited skall extend to, and sueh thing may be done
on the day next following which is not a holiday :

words importing the singular number or the maseu-
line gender only shall inelude more persons.
parties or things of the same kind than one, and
females as well as males and the converse;

a word interpreted in the singular number shall
have a corresponding meaning when used in the
plural;

words anthorizing the appointment of any public
officer or funetionary, or any deputy, shall in-
clude the power of removing him, reappointing
him, or appointing another in his stead, from
time to time in the diseretion of the authority in
whom the power of appointment is vested,

words directing or empowering a public officer or
funetionary to do any aect or thing, or otherwise
applymg to him by his name of office, shall in-
clude his suceessors in sueh office and his or their
lawful deputy;

(m) where reference is made by number to two or more

sections, subscetions, paragraphs or clauses in any
statutz, the number first mentioned and the num-
ber last mentioned shall both be deemed to be
incluced in the reference. R.S.0. 1914, e. 1.
s. 28.

PROCEDURE.

29. When by any Aet an appeal to the Appellate Divi-
sion is permitted sneh appeal shall be made in the time and

manner
part.

preseribed by the Rules of Court. 1925, e. 5, s. 2,

30. Unless otherwise provided where by any Aet an ap-
plication to a eonrt or a judge is permitted such application
may be made by originating notiee in the manner preseribed
by the Rules of Court, 1925, e. 5, s. 2, part.

WORDS AND TERMS.

31. In every Act, unless the context otherwise requires.

(a)
(b)

““Aet’’ shall inelude enactment;

““ Affidavit’’ shall, in the case of persons allowed by
law to affirm or declare instead of swearing, in-
elnde affirmation and declaration ;



Sec. 31 (n). INTERPRETATION. Chap. 1

12

(¢) ‘““‘Appellate Division’’ shall mean the Appellate:
Division of the Supreme Court;

(d) ‘“‘Assembly’’ shall mean the Legislative Assembly -

of Ontario;

(e) ‘‘County’’ shall include two or more counties united
for purposes to which the Act relates;

(f) ““Divisional Court’’ shall mean a divisional court '
of the Appellate Division;

(g) “‘Felony’ shall mean any erime, which, before the
passing of The Criminal Code, 1892, of Canada,
would have been a felony under the law of
Canada;

(h) ““‘Great Seal’’ shall mean the Great Seal of Ontario;

(i) ““Herein’’ used in any section of an Aect shall be:

understood to relate to the whole Aet and not to
that section only;

(j) “High Court Division’’ shall mean the High Court "

Division of the Supreme Court;

(k) ‘““His Majesty,”” ‘‘Har Majesty,”” ‘‘The King,’’"

“The Queen,’’ or ““The Crown,’’ shall mean the
Sovereign of (reat Britain, Ireland and the Do-
minions beyond the Seas for the time being;

(1) ‘““Holiday’’ shall include Sunday, New Year’s Day,
Good Friday, Easter Monday, Christmas Day, the
birthday or the day fixed by proclamation of the
Governor-General for the celebration of the birth-
day of the reigning Sovereign, Victoria Day,
Dominion Day, Lalour Day, and any day ap-
pointed by proelamation of the Governor-Generai
or the Lieutenant-Governor as a public holiday
or for a general Fas; or Thanksgiving ; and when-
ever any other holiday falls on a Sunday, the
day next following shall be in lieu thereof a holi-
day ;

(m) ““Justice of the Peace’ shall include two or more
justices of the peace or magistrates assembled or
acting together;

(n) ‘‘Legally Qualified Medical Praetitioner,”” ‘‘Duly
Qualified Medical Practitioner,”” or any wordq
importing legal recognition of any person as a
medical practitioner or member of the medieal
profession, shall mean a person registered under
The Medical Act;

Appe!law

Division."

‘Assembly."

“County."

Unlsulnal

“Felony."

“lireat Heal.”

‘Herein,"

1igh Court.”

H:.s Majesty,

“Holiday.”

Juslueuf
the Peace.”

“Legally
qualified
medical prac-
titioner."”

Rev. Btai.
c. 196.
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Chap. 1.

(0)

(p)

(q)

(s)
(t)

()
(v)

INTERPRETATION, Sec. 31 (o).

“‘Lieutenant-Governor’’ shall mean the Lieuntenant-
Governor of Ontario, or the Chief Executive
Officer or Administrator for the time being car-
rying on the government of Ontario, by whatever
title he is designated ;

“‘Lieutenant-Governor in Council’’ shall mean the
Lieutenant-Governor of Ontario, or person ad-
ministzring the government of Ontario for the
time being, acting by and with the adviee of the
Execusive Couneil of Ontario;

““‘Lower Canada’’ shall mean all that part of Can-
ada which formerly constituted the Province of
Lower Canada;

“Magistrate’’ shall mean a justice of the peace,
and slall include two or more justices of the
peace or magistrates assembled or acting to-
gether;

““May’’ shall be construed as permissive;

“‘Misdemeanour’’ shall mean any erime which be-
fore the passing of The Criminal Code, 1892, of
Canada, would have been a misdemeanour under
the lav of Canada;

““Month” shall mean a calendar month. R.S.0.
1914, e. 1,.s. 29, cls. (a-u) ;

““‘Newspaper'” in any statute requiring publication
in a newspaper shall mean a printed publication in
sheet form, intended for general cirenlation, pub-
lished rezularly at intervals of not longer than a
week, consisting in great part of news of eurrent
events of general interest and sold to the public
and to regular subseribers upon a bona fide sub-
seriptien list. 1926, ¢. 21, s, 2;

(w) “Now’ and ‘‘Next’’ shall be eonstrued as having

(#)

(y)

referenee to the time when the Act was presented
for the Royal Assent;

““Oath’” shall, in the ease of persons allowed by
law to affirm or declare instead of swearing, in-
clude uffirmation and deelaration;

““Person’ shall inelude any body corporate or poli-
tic, and the heirs, executors, administrators or
other legal representatives of a person to whom
the context ean apply according to law;

(2) ““Proclamation’’ shall mean a proclamation under

the Great Seal;

(aa) ‘‘Registrar’’ shall include a deputy registrar;



Sec. 33. INTERPRETATION. Chap. 1. 11

(bb) ““Rules of Court’’ when used in relation to any "Rulesof
court shall mean rules made by the authority "™
having power to make rules or orders regulating
the practice and procedure of such court, or for
the purpose of any Act directing or authorizing
anything to be done by rules of court;

(ee) ““Security’ shall mean sufficient seeurity, and “Security.”
““Sureties’’ shall mean sufficient sureties, and
where these words are used, one person shall be
sufficient therefor unless otherwise expressly re-
quired;

(dd) ‘‘Shall’’ shall be construed as imperative; “Shall.”

(ee) ““Supreme Court’’ shall mean Supreme Court of Supreme
Ontario; ’

(ff) ““Swear’’ shall, in the case of persons for the time “Swear,"
being allowed by law to affirm or declare instead "S¥or”
of swearing, include affirm and declare; and
““Sworn’’ shall have a corresponding meaning;

(gg) ‘“‘Upper Canada’’ shall mean all that part of Can- AL
ada which formerly constituted the Provinee of ’
Upper Canada;

(hh) ““Writing,”’ ‘“Written,”” or any term of like im-'‘Writing"
port, shall include words printed, painted, en. “Vritten.”
graved, lithographed, photographed, or repre-
sented or reproduced by any other mode in a
visible form;

(17) ’Year’’ shall mean a calendar year. R.S.0. 1914, “Year.”
c. 1,s. 29, els. (v-it). .

SPECIAL INTERPRETATION CLAUSES.

32. The interpretation section of The Judicature ActInterpretation

section of Rev.

shall extend to all Acts relating to legal matters. R.S.O. stat. c. 88,
1914, e. 1, s. 30. SEpllsxtion o,

33. The interpretation section of The Municipal Aect shall Interpretation

section of Rev.

extend to all Aects relating to municipal matters. R.S.O. stat. c. 233,
1914, e. 1, s 31. application of.
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